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Throughout this course I have learned the importance of being financially secure in every phase of life. In addition to this, I learned how rewarding being philanthropic can be as well as steps to guide me to becoming philanthropic in my own life. I have a desire to leave a legacy that will remind people how important it is to think of others before yourself. Giving back and living a sustained philanthropic life may seem daunting at first, but as Tracy Gary teaches, it can be something that is built upon throughout your lifetime. Give as much as you can when you can and you’re already doing more than before. As we learned in this class, it’s important to remember that failure is always a possibility. We cannot let failure be what stands in the way of the bigger picture. The mantra for life, and in the class, is “Recovery is Key”. In all life phases we will run into situations we did not expect to face, but it’s all in how we handle it. Recovering from the struggle allows for the opportunity to do more good. Use that motivation and your circumstances to create change and leave a legacy you’re proud of.  
The single life is perhaps one of the most important phases of the life course. During this time I will prepare goals for the life I wish to live. This includes financial, philanthropic, romantic, and family goals. Financial strategies to strive towards as a single adult include having financial independence which can be achieved through paying off your debt and writing off your credit history (Bodnar). While it is important to establish credit independently, especially for women, it is even more important that the execution be done responsibly and correctly. Believe it or not, this is also the perfect time to start saving for retirement and purchasing insurance. This includes health and renter’s insurance. It is never too early to prepare for the future. It is crucial to start on the right path early. This class has emphasized the mantra of “Early, Regularly, and Aggressively”. The single life is the perfect example of when to carry out the “early” aspect of the mantra. As Bodnar demonstrates “the little things add up”. The time value of money is essential when considering your savings account and makes a big difference in your financial stability in the future. The single life also serves as an opportunity to think about philanthropic goals for one’s lives. “Philanthropy gives our wealth meaning” (Bodnar). We can use philanthropy as a way to improve the lives of others around us. It’s important to give back some of what you have received and use it for the improvement of things you’re passionate about. Women in particular are becoming increasing more involved philanthropically which is something to consider when forming goals for life. Personally, I have a goal to donate a small portion of my monthly income to a charity that exemplifies what I am passionate about. As I grow financially, I will continue to increase my contribution. Lastly, the single life allows for you to discover what kind of partner you want as well as what you want a family unit to look like. Knowing this about yourself is helpful because it makes the search for a potential life partner easier. 
Following the single life comes the pre-marriage life. Just like the single life phase, this phase is also important. Pre-marriage is obviously a precursor to marriage; therefore, it should be taken seriously by both individuals involved. It is essential to have open communication with your partner about financial and philanthropic goals to see how well they align with your own. Once again, doing this early in the relationship will prevent trouble later on in marriage should that be your next step. As a couple you should also discuss the big four and compare yours with theirs. Each of you should be aware of the other’s financial status before marriage and not be expected to take on any debt the other has. Be as open as possible with your partner to instill trust in the relationship and expect the same from them. You may also wish to share your philanthropic desires with your significant other. I want my potential partner to know that I am serious about finances and philanthropy. Contributing philanthropically is something I would not want to compromise on when it comes to finding a partner. Being philanthropic can be a big commitment and if he or she wishes to be a part of your life they should be aware of the contributions you will be making. Follow the ERA mantra and have these conversations with your partner regularly and aggressively to help ensure the best outcomes for your relationship. Some advice Janet Bodnar shares is to “think single while you’re in a relationship”. This helps you keep a clear mind about the desires you have for yourself and your life and ensures that you have them in your relationship with your potential spouse. It’s important to show initiative with money in a relationship. Every decision should be a team effort where no one individual over powers the other. Compromise and communication are key in a relationship leading to marriage. 
Once all goals I have met all my goals in the pre-marriage phase of life I should feel confident to move on to the marriage phase. I will have financial and philanthropic discussions early in the pre-marriage phase, but I will also re-address them now in the early marriage phase as well as regularly and aggressively throughout our relationship. Women are often told to be dependent on men in a relationship, but show you have initiative in the relationship. Make sure you are in the loop regarding all financial decisions that are being made including big purchases. Something important to consider when you get married are your assets. Bodnar advises that you keep anything you owned individually before marriage in your own name and as you progress in marriage, you may own it jointly with your spouse. Having both individual and joint ownership of assets is common among couples. As a couple, you must also have a conversation regarding your estate plan. Talk to your spouse about what he or she desires happens to your joint financial assets as well as your children, should you have any, if anything were to happen to one or both of you. You should also have a conversation about life insurance and long-term care insurance, as well as its coverage regularly (ERA) throughout your marriage; however, it should also be discussed during the estate planning process. In addition to estate planning, you should revise your will as a couple. You should have written your will in your single life, but it should be re-addressed at this time. If you have children and they are old enough, you should inform them of as much of the details regarding your will and estate plan as possible. You should also consider what kind of legacy you want to leave. Couples will form a legacy both separately and together. It is important that you create a legacy for yourself that you are proud to leave behind for your children because they may one day follow it. Being philanthropic in your will is an option and will contribute to your legacy. To do so, you can choose to leave a trust in the name of charity or nonprofit in your will. Personally this is a goal of mine. I think it’s a wonderful way for me to continue to show my passion for others after my time is done and continue to show my legacy to others for years to come. 
After my marriage with my husband has progressed for a while I will look forward to growing my family. Parenthood can be both wonderful and expensive so it’s important to revisit a spending plan and evaluate how having a baby will impact our finances as a family. A big debate surrounding motherhood is the decision to either work or stay at home. This will be a decision I will make with my husband. Both choices have their benefits and consequences. Working allows for two incomes instead of relying on just the husband’s income and instills financial independence. Staying at home would decrease the cost on things such as daycare and would allow for close connection to children, but could increase the price of things such as utilities. All things should be considered before making a final decision and it should be a decision made together as a couple. Additionally, I will discuss how to raise our children financially with my husband before we have them. We should be on the same page and have similar or the same desires when it comes to how they will receive financial stability. I find it very important to pass on not only my values to my children, but also my financial and philanthropic habits. I believe we should put the needs of others before our own which I hope others see carried out in my legacy. I also hope that my children will use the same financial habits that my husband and I used so that they too can be “money smart”. It will be a necessity that they be taught how to handle their money and be financially responsible. One of the most important things I want my children to take from me is my passion for philanthropy. I want them to see the need for it and have the desire to carry it on in their own lives. 
Having a family requires being smart when it comes to investing. It can be overwhelming to know where to start or how to invest so it’s helpful to use resources such as financial advisors accountants, and lawyers to help assist you in the process. I will begin investing early in life when I have a steady income and plan to have the assistance of a financial advisor to ensure I am making informed and safe financial decisions. Such team members can help you throughout your life and ensure you don’t make any major financial mistakes. They can also help you decide what type of investment best fits you whether it be stocks, bonds, mutual funds, or real estate. Many of these investment options are gender neutral. Actually, when it comes to investing women are less likely to invest due to a confidence issue (Bodnar). This is why the resources above can be so beneficial. It takes away some of the insecurity of not knowing if the investment option is secure. Although they lack confidence, women are actually better investors than men because they do more research and ask for assistance. The more often women work with investments the more comfortable they become with it. This leads to investments becoming a combined effort for the couple which goes back to having open communication with all financial decisions. Another tip to keep in mind is that if you invest early in life then the time value of money can be your friend. Going along with this, investing can be quite tricky. It is possible to lose money while investing, but as this course has taught us, “Recovery is Key”. If anything, a bad investment can serve as a learning experience. We cannot change the past, we can only recover, learn from our mistakes, and look towards the future. 
Most things regarding living a financially sound life such as investing and planning for children can be difficult, but one thing that’s easier to plan for than you would think is retirement. If you follow the steps of being money smart, then you start saving for your retirement early, regularly, and aggressively. This allows for the savings to grow more over time which is more beneficial for you in the future. When it comes to retirement, women are at a disadvantage. Women are expected to live longer than men, but they tend to stay in the work force longer receiving lower wages, meaning they won’t have as stable of a retirement plan as their male counterparts. It may be better for you to “start small and think big” (Bodnar). Become educated on how much you will need to retire to maintain or increase your standard of living and then open an IRA with the help of a financial advisor. From here you can decide how much you want to save each month to work your way towards your retirement savings goal. I plan to begin saving for my retirement as soon as I graduate from college and have a steady income. I will then open an IRA of my own and if I get married in the future then I can create a joint account with my husband. To ensure that we both are able to receive the benefits should something happen to one of us, our joint account will have both of our names on it. In addition to an IRA, you can take advantage of a 401(k) that may be offered to you through your company. If you choose to do so, you can assign your 401(k) or IRA to a nonprofit or charity or your choosing. This provides you with a supplementary way to leave a legacy. As I mentioned before, this is one of my financial goals and I intend to carry this out. 
Sometimes finances can take a toll on a marriage and ultimately cause a couple to divorce.  In fact, “money is the glue that holds couples together whether they’re married or divorced” (Bodnar). Divorce isn’t something that anyone truly wants, but it doesn’t make it any less likely to occur. I come from a divorced family so statistically I am more likely to one day be divorced myself. This serves as incentive for me to work hard in my relationship with my spouse in all areas of our relationship. Money and communication are two leading causes of divorce and if not handled correctly, the relationship can be dissolved. To try and prevent divorce you must educate yourself. This is why it’s important to focus on the pre-marriage phase of life. I plan to examine my potential spouse with his familial relationships so I can get a sense of how he treats those he’s closest to. I can also use his connection with his family to see if I’m truly compatible with him. It’s important to make these realizations before marriage to potentially save yourself from heartbreak later on. Many times regardless of how many attempts have been made to save a marriage, a resolution cannot be found. When this is the case it is important to not only find a divorce lawyer, but find one that you have an emotional connection with that will speak for and fight for you. When it comes to finances, make sure you have your own checking and savings account and you begin saving as soon as you can. You should also revisit your estate plan, retirement plan, and your social security. This can quickly become overwhelming which is why you should collaborate with your divorce lawyer and a financial advisor throughout the process, even before you officially file for divorce. Finances take a huge toll on an individual during a divorce, but one of the hardest parts is the emotional damage that comes with it all. It is imperative that you have a safe place to express your emotions. Not only will this help you, but it can help you remain stable and professional during the divorce proceedings. One final and very important thing to consider when divorcing is your children. You should keep them in the loop as much as you can, depending on their age, and ensure that you have their best interest at heart. While this is necessary, make sure that you fight for what you deserve as well. 
One phase of life we tend to not consider until later in life is the caregiving stage. Parents can begin to need care beginning at the age of fifty. My parents are in their fifties and I had not been informed of anything regarding caregiving needs until this class. Unexpected circumstances in life can obviously come at any moment and we have to be prepared. Janet Bodnar also discusses that daughters are more likely to be the ones that take care of their parents. I have two older brothers and I hope that we can all contribute to one day caring for my parents, but if the statistics are true then I’m thankful I have this class as a resource. One of the first things to do when caring for your parents is to ensure their financial assets are separately correctly among family members. Bodnar advises that it’s most practical to put yourself first because you’re in the midst of trying to build your own wealth and savings. Your parents should be considered next in the process. Once your parents reach the time in life when they need caregiving, you should make them feel as independent as possible. Make sure they know they are still in control. When it comes to finances, you should look into their long-term care insurance policy and utilize it as much as you can. Your children are considered last because they still have their lives ahead of them to earn money. It is still necessary to set aside an amount to help with expenses such as college, but still keep your parents as your number one priority. One of the most important aspects of caregiving is the expense. This course has taught me to look into long-term care insurance early on during married life to ensure better security in the future. It also mentions you should encourage your parents to get long-term care insurance if they haven’t already. Ultimately, the cost of caregiving will be all on you and insurance will only cover some of it. This further emphasizes why it is incredibly important to be financially smart. Not only will you be benefitting yourself, but also your loved ones. 
Unfortunately throughout life, we may experience the unexpected trauma of the death of a spouse. Widowhood is a phase of life that should be handled delicately, but it is also very important to be prepared for the unexpected. I wouldn’t think that this would be a phase of life that I would need to know much about, but after taking this class it is clear that it is necessary to be prepared for every phase of life. When comparing women and men, “by the time women reach their fifties they are four times more likely than men to experience widowhood “(Bodnar). Being a widowed woman can be quite difficult to manage. By preparing throughout your life to be money smart, you can reduce the risk of financial burden during this emotional time in life. The first step in widowhood is to take your time and take care of yourself. Once you are ready, you can begin taking care of the legal and financial processes. First you should talk to your husband’s employer and collect any unpaid bonuses or benefits. After your spouse’s death you will accumulate a lot of money. You should save this money and not spend it all at once. It’s also necessary to revisit your financial plans such as investment, retirement, and estate plans. You can do all of this with your planning team. As stated before, one of the most important things you can do is take your time and relax as much as you can. Think about where you want your money to go and what would best suit you and your family, but also make sure you are truly taking care of yourself and your emotions. 
	Being consistently philanthropic is a goal of mine and I intend to carry it with me throughout my life course. I was raised to give back and have a servant heart and attitude. I believe this is why I wanted to make Philanthropy and Non-Profit Studies a part of my career. I have a passion for helping people, specifically those less fortunate than me. In order for me to reach as many lives as possible, I have to be smart with my money and incorporate philanthropic strategies into my financial planning. My goal is to contribute monthly to one or more nonprofits or charities that share my passion for the underprivileged. As I become more financially secure in later phases of life, I plan to increase my contributions according to my income. In addition to this, I would love to leave a trust in my will to a nonprofit. As we have learned in this course, nonprofits receive their revenue from outside sources. It would be an honor to continue to help nonprofits long after my life is done and leave a legacy that will impact generations to come. 
	Being philanthropic requires you to have a foundation of values, beliefs, and an overarching goal for the future. Throughout my time at Auburn I have slowly discovered what my values and vision for change are. Tracy Gary also provided exercises in her book that were beneficial in helping me nail down my top three values. Family, equality, and honesty are the things I value most and traits I look for when choosing a nonprofit to support. Knowing my values helps me move forward towards change and know how I want the future to look. Change can be incredibly scary, but it is necessary for growth. I look for and fight for a society that empowers everyone equally. I believe everyone should be treated equally regardless of race, gender, sexuality, religion, or any other axis of oppression. As I stated in the Tracy Gary exercise 4.2 “My mission is to help members of all minority groups know that they are being heard, they are not alone, and that change is coming that will bring equal treatment for all”. Selena Gomez is someone that inspires me who has constantly fought for the rights of others. She has worked with UNCIEF to help impoverished nations as well as A21 to fight against gender inequality and sex-trafficked women. She has inspired me as a future philanthropist to do the same and work with nonprofits as well as volunteer whenever I can. I plan on starting this chapter of my life with my practicum in Philanthropy and Non-Profit Studies this summer. I believe I can contribute several talents to an organization. Talents are one of the four pillars of philanthropy. I’m quite tech savvy and pick up on things quickly which can be beneficial to several organizations in a world where technology is practically ubiquitous. In addition to this, because I am planning to make philanthropy a part of my career, I will be able to dedicate a decent amount of my time to an organization’s cause. My treasures are other people. I will make it known that other people are my priority. Philanthropy is hard work, but like all hard work, it comes with a great reward. The feeling of knowing that someone is better off in life due to your contribution is life-changing and heartwarming. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to change the lives of the people of the world because you think you can’t contribute, because you can. 
	Being financially and philanthropically smart and secure takes hard work and dedication. It can be difficult to do it alone which is why there are several resources you’re at liberty to use. One important resource to take advantage of is the Cary Center. They serve as the hub for all things philanthropy and can provide the information needed to get started with a giving and philanthropic lifestyle. Additionally, the Cary Center has programs such as the Women’s Philanthropy Board and the Student Philanthropy Board. The WPB offers several luncheons and workshops throughout the year that you can be a part of and hear first-hand from philanthropists how to live a successful philanthropic and financially secure life. The Student Philanthropy Board is a program that I am personally involved in and love. It offers Auburn students the opportunity to get involved philanthropically in the community and with the WPB. They emphasize work with nonprofits such as Braveheart and also hold drives throughout the year to collect items for those in need. There are several resources at hand to ensure you are able to be philanthropically involved and financially secure. Once you find which one best suits you stick with it and continue to grow. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The Gender, Wealth, and Philanthropy course has been an eye-opening experience. I have learned the importance of being truly educated. Being informed on how to become and stay financially secure is crucial in life, but what I loved about this class is that it taught you how to incorporate giving and philanthropy into your financial planning. I believe every student would benefit from taking this course because everyone needs to be informed on how to manage their money, especially since graduation and professional life is on the horizon. Even if an individual chooses not to be philanthropic and give financially of themselves, I guarantee they will learn how to be a smarter money man or woman. This class also required the construction of a Life eFolio. I personally loved creating my own website and having creative freedom. Being able to put all my hard work and knowledge from the course in one organized and consolidated site was very beneficial for me and I believe will continue to be beneficial for my professional future. Overall, this course has offered me advice and knowledge I will take with me through my life. I now have a better understanding of how to effectively manage my money as well how to incorporate  my earnings into my philanthropic and giving life and career. 
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